Gypsy Moth Program Ventura County

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Q: How big is the quarantine area?

A: 5 square miles.

2. Q: What harm does the Gypsy Moth cause? 

A: This pest primarily causes environmental and agricultural damage – feeds on trees and can damage the watershed.

3. Q: How long will the quarantine last? 

A: According to the California State Entomologist, the Gypsy Moth reproduces relatively slowly (just one life cycle per year).  The quarantine lasts for 2 life cycles and, with no new Gypsy Moth finds, would end in the Fall of 2010.  It would be extended if additional moths, egg masses, or other life stages are found in the area.
4. Q: What can I do to help?

A: Please don’t move un-inspected outdoor articles from your property without authorization from the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner.  To schedule a free inspection, contact the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner’s office:

Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. by calling (805) 933-2926

Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. by calling (805) 665-7295

Sunday and holidays 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. by calling (805) 665-7295

5. Q: What are regarded as outdoor articles? 

A: Items that are movable and were stored outside in the Ojai area from May-September 2008. Such as: Mobile homes, recreational vehicles, trailers, boats and associated equipment.  Also, outdoor household articles including furniture, garden tools and garden machinery, and play equipment.  Trees and shrubs with persistent woody stems, including green waste and garden pruning material.  Timber and building material including lumber, planks, poles, logs, firewood, fencing and building blocks.
6. Q: What if you find it on my property?

A: Agricultural officials will place a hold on your outdoor articles until we thoroughly search you property and remove all of the egg masses. 

7. Q: A crew recently checked my property for Gypsy Moth – Am I ok to move items?

A:  No.  Even if your property was inspected and Gypsy Moth egg masses were not found, you still need to obtain a Certificate of Quarantine Compliance by the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner’s office.  If Gypsy Moth egg masses were found, we will place a hold on your outdoor articles until we thoroughly search your property and remove all of the egg masses.
8. Q: What exactly are you searching for?

A: Gypsy Moth egg masses and or other evidence of infestation such as: cast skins/pupal cases, feeding damage.

9. Q: Is there a cost for the inspection?

A: No – Inspection is free of charge.

10. Q: Are there plans to treat for this pest?

A: We need to complete our survey and make sure we know how extensive the infestation is before we make specific plans for eradication.  Fortunately, this appears to be a relatively small infestation, and we have successfully eradicated such infestations several times in California.  Residents will be given additional information and have an opportunity to attend a public meeting in advance of any treatments.  

11. Q: If Gypsy Moth is found on my property will you tell me?

A: Yes, your help will be needed to keep from spreading the pest.

12. Q: Will you come on to our property if no one is home?

A: Yes – if you agree to it and as long as the articles that we need to inspect are accessible to our inspector – do not leave expensive property out that you normally would not – we cannot be responsible for theft of items that are not secured on your property.

13. Q: Where do I keep the Certificate of Quarantine Compliance?

A: A copy of the certificate must accompany your inspected regulated articles (outdoor household articles, firewood, trailers, mobile homes, etc) every time they leave the quarantine area.

14. Q: Is the certificate good for anything on my property? 

A: The certificate is only good for articles that were inspected.  Any articles that have not been inspected must be inspected prior to movement out of the quarantine area.

15. Q: What if I don’t have a certificate?

A: If you don’t have a certificate, contact the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioners office.  To schedule a free inspection, contact the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner’s office:

Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. by calling (805) 933-2926

Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. by calling (805) 665-7295

Sunday and holidays 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. by calling (805) 665-7295

16. How long is the certificate good for?

A:  Please see the expiration date on the certificate.  If you want to move any regulated articles (outdoor household articles, firewood, trailers, mobile homes, etc) after the expiration date, you must contact the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioners office.  To schedule a free inspection, contact the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner’s office:

Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. by calling (805) 933-2926

Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. by calling (805) 665-7295

Sunday and holidays 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. by calling (805) 665-7295

17. Q: Why is this program an emergency?

A: The Gypsy Moth is capable of defoliating entire swaths of forests, as it does in the northeastern U.S.  That damage can endanger natural habitats and watersheds, and it can result in erosion and increased fire risk.  We have an opportunity to eradicate this infestation while it is still relatively small, and we need to take advantage of that quickly, before the problem spreads beyond our ability to control it.

18. Q: Why not leave the pest alone?

A: It could damage landscapes and vast natural habitats, damage watersheds – result in increased fires and or kill trees.

